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CONCORDIA SIGNS _PRECEDENT-SETTING ENTENTE WITH POLAND 


MONTREAL / March 3, 1988 --- For the second time in a year 
Montréal’s Concordia University has scored a major coup in the 
international arena. 

The Polish Ambassador to Canada, His Excellency Alojzy 
Bartoszek, and Dr. Patrick Kenniff, Rector and Vice-Chancellor of 
Concordia University, revealed details today of a precedent- 
setting exchange agreement signed recently in Warsaw between 
Concordia University’s Faculty of Fine Arts and the Polish 
Ministry of Culture. 

The five-year exchange program (1988-1993) will make 
Concordia the principal point of entry for all cultural, artistic 
and academic groups visiting Canada in the years ahead. The 
agreement is the first of its kind between a Canadian university 
and the Government of Poland. 

Last March (1987) Concordia became the first university in 
the western world to establish a joint doctoral program with the 
People’s Republic of China. That agreement, with the Nanjing 
Institute of Technology, was one of a series of major ententes 


between Concordia and universities in the PRC. 
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The new Polish entente follows a visit to Montréal last June 
by a high-level delegation led by Tadeusz W. Mlynczak, Vice- 
Chairman of Poland’s Council of State. The Vice-Chairman came to 
Concordia as the first stop on a Canada-wide tour. 

Janusz Karski, the Polish Consul-General in Montréal, also 
attended today’s news conference. Mr. Karski was instrumental in 
laying the groundwork for the Concordia/Poland initiative. 

Concordia and Polish officials hope the agreement will lead 
to the establishment of a permanent institute or centre at 
Concordia to promote the development of education in the arts and 
to foster mutual understanding of Polish and Canadian culture. 
Similar centres already exist in Rome, London and Paris. 

Reciprocal Visits 

The Concordia/Poland entente will provide a wide range of 
cultural offerings for the general public. The umbrella agreement 
will result in performances (both in Montréal and across Canada) 
by (i) Polish musicians, orchestras, theatre troupes, dancers and 
mimes; (ii) increased screenings of Polish films; and (iii) 
exhibitions by Polish sculptors and painters. 

The joint agreement covers both the visual and performing 
arts, and will result in collaborative research projects, joint 
publications, the exchange of written and audio-visual materials, 
and the staging of a broad spectrum of workshops, conferences and 


symposia -- many of which will be open to the public. 
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The first exchanges of artists-in-residence, students and 
academics (from Poland to Canada and vice-versa) will begin this 
September. Art exhibitions will likely be held the first year, 
and the first exchange of performers will follow in 1989 and 
subsequent years. 

Details of the five-year entente were finalized in Warsaw by 
a four-member Concordia delegation led by Dr. Francis Whyte, 
Vice-Rector Academic, and Dr. Robert Parker, Dean of the Faculty 
of Fine Arts. The other two participants were Professor 
Christopher Jackson, Chair of Concordia’s Department of Music, 
and Professor Kathryn Lipke, Co-ordinator of the Fibres Program 
in Concordia’s Department of Sculpture, Ceramics and Fibres. 

Embassy Assistance 

During their 10-day trip to Warsaw, Krakow and Lodz, the 
Concordia delegation visited eight of Poland’s 22 Fine Arts 
Institutions, including the 178-year-old Chopin Academy of Music, 
in Warsaw, the 170-year-old Krakow Academy of Fine Arts, and the 
194-year-old State School of Theatre, in Lodz, the most 
prestigious theatre school in Poland. 

They also visited Canada’s Ambassador to Poland, E. J. 
Bergbusch, and received assurances of the Canadian Embassy’s 
assistance in supporting the Poland/Concordia endeavour. 

A three-member Polish delegation from the Polish Ministry 
of Culture will make a reciprocal visit to Concordia within the 


next 60 days. 
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That delegation will be headed by Edmund Heza, Director of 
the Ministry’s Division of Artistic Education, who signed the 
agreement in Warsaw on behalf of the Polish Government. The 
Polish group will make final arrangements for the first exchanges 
this fall. 

Fine Arts exchange students and faculty members will study 
and/or teach in a wide variety of disciplines in both countries. 
Course work will include everything from painting, sculpture, and 
scenography to printmaking, restoration, sound recording, 
electroacoustic "experimental" music, acting, directing, stage 
production, art history and art education, to name just some of 
the fields of study. 

Both graduate and undergraduate students will participate in 


the exchanges. 


Media representatives requiring additional information should 
contact Public Relations Director Ken Whittingham at (514) 848- 
4879. 


